MINUTES OF THE DEWLISH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 22nd MAY 2023 AT DEWLISH VILLAGE HALL, COMMENCING IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

Present:	Cllrs A Barnett, A Fisher, M Fell and W Britton

Chair:		Cllr C Uden

Clerk:		Mrs A Crocker

Also present: 	 1 member of the public 

1.	Apologies for absence

23.15	Apologies had been received from Dorset Cllr Haynes (holiday).

2.	Elections 

23.16	Election of Chairman 

Cllr Fell proposed Cllr Uden for the role. This was seconded by Cllr Fisher and agreed unanimously. Cllr Uden signed his Acceptance of Office in the presence of the meeting.

23.17	Election of Vice Chair 

Cllr Uden proposed Cllr Fell for the role. This was seconded by Cllr Barnett and agreed unanimously. Cllr Fell signed his Acceptance of Office in the presence of the meeting. 

23.18	Councillor responsibilities

	Responsibilities for the year to 31st March 2024 were agreed as follows:

	Parish Amenities and Rights of Way - Cllr Fisher and Cllr Barnett
	Planning and Tree Applications – Cllr Fell
	Police, Traffic and Roads – Cllr Booth
	Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr Fell
	Village Hall Liaison – Cllr Uden
	DAPTC – Cllr Dean
	Defibrillator – Cllr Britton 

3.	Declaration of pecuniary and other interests 

23.19 	No interests were declared at this stage.

4.	Minutes of previous meeting dated 24th April 2023 

23.20	A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Fisher proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Britton and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting.  




5.	Matters Arising from previous minutes for report only

23.21	Shailes Culvert – The flooding at the beginning of the month was reported to Dorset Council who subsequently attended the site. As a result, a meeting was held on Monday 15th with the landowner as it has been agreed the problem is being caused by run off from the field. 

	Flagpole – This is now in place.

	Style at Chebbard – There is still no way through. 

	Chris Loder MP – Attended the café on Saturday 20th May and his visit was very well received. 

6.	To receive the Dorset Councillor’s report 

23.22	Cllr Haynes’ report was issued to all members earlier in the month. 

7.	Finance 

23.23	To agree the payment of accounts 

	The following payments had been requested:

	Gallagher		Insurance renewal			BACS006		695.01
A Crocker		May 23 wages				BACS007		162.68
	HMRC			May 23 PAYE				BACS008		  37.60

	The total amount requested from the Precept is £895.46.

	Cllr Britton proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Barnett and agreed unanimously.

	It was noted that CIL money to the value of £2,390.01 had been received. This was in respect of the planning applications for Lower Dairy House.

23.24	To agree the Certificate of Exemption for the year ended 31st March 2023 

	A copy of the Certificate of Exemption had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Fisher proposed the Certificate is signed and this was seconded by Cllr Fell. The Chairman and RFO signed the Certificate in the presence of the meeting. 

23.25	To agree the Annual Governance Statement 

	A copy of the Governance Statement had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Each item was considered and approved, and Cllr Uden proposed the Statement is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Fell and agreed unanimously. The Chair and RFO signed the Statement in the presence of the meeting. 

23.26	Annual Statement of Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2023 

	A copy of the Annual Statement of Accounts had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Fell proposed the Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2023 are accepted and signed. This was seconded by Cllr Barnett  and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the Accounts in the presence of the meeting. 

23.27	To confirm the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations 

Copies of both documents had been issued to members in advance of the meeting. Cllr Fell proposed they are accepted with amendment. This was seconded by Cllr Fisher and agreed unanimously. 

23.28	To confirm the Risk assessment 

A copy of the Risk Assessment had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Uden proposed the report is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Fisher and agreed unanimously.

23.29	To confirm the Asset Register 

Cllr Uden proposed the Register is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Fell and agreed unanimously.

23.30	To confirm the insurance for the coming year 

	A copy of the amended policy had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. It was noted that the new flagpole, picnic bench and two grit bins need to be added to asset register for the new financial year. ACTION: CLERK


	Cllr Uden proposed the insurance is accepted and a three-year long-term agreement entered into. This was seconded by Cllr Fisher and agreed unanimously. 

8.	To receive reports on the following matters and to agree actions

23.31	Planning 

	No new applications had been lodged. 

23.32	Police, Traffic and Roads 

(i) To consider submitting a village wide request for a reduction in the speed limit  

Following the receipt of the information from the traffic surveys conducted in January and after discussion with Highways, it was agreed that the Parish Council could submit a request for a village-wide speed limit reduction to 30mph. Cllr Barnett will produce a map showing the extent of the 30mph and this will be submitted with a formal request. The request must also have the support of Cllr Jill Haynes. Once this is received, Highways will undertake an investigation and issue a score. If is scores well, it would then go to the traffic regulation team for consideration and would be prioritised with others on the list. Under these circumstances, there would be no cost to the Parish Council. If, however, it scored low and we still wished to proceed, there would be a cost.

It was unanimously agreed that we apply for the 30mph zone. ACTION: CLLR BARNETT


23.33	Parish Amenities and Rights of Way

(i) Update on the Green 

It was noted that another round of funding was available from Dorset Council and this would be looked into. 

(ii) Update on Rights of Way 

Most paths are now overgrown. Cllr Fell suggested identifying the styles that could be cleared by the volunteers and consider whether or not the volunteers could take on the cutting of the paths themselves. This will be considered. In the meantime, the gate at the top of Chalk Hill is very wobbly. Cllr Uden will speak to the site manager. The style by the church field has gone and there are just a couple of gates tied with twine. It is the responsibility of the landowner to replace the style and make the path accessible. 

9.	To receive reports from Parish Councillors

23.34	Cllr Barnett reported that the volunteers have been undertaking the grass cutting and things are looking better around the village. 

10.	To consider correspondence received since the agenda was set 

23.35	Nothing to report. 

11.	Agenda items for the next meeting

23.36	Any additional items should be passed to the Clerk by the 19th June for inclusion on the agenda.

12.	Date of Next Meeting	- Monday 26th June

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.12hrs.
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Signed: ………………………………………..
