Dewlish Parish Council – Chairmans report 2022 – 2023.

The past year has seen many changes within our Parish Council, we have had a number of resignations from established councillors for varying reasons, these including the previous Chairman, Brian Hyams, the previous Vice Chair, Sally Crabb also Barbara Ross, who in particular had served on the council for many years. Our thanks for their past endeavours are extended. We have been fortunate in recruiting four new councillors over the year, Wendy Britton, Phoebe Dean, Josh Booth and Andy Barnett. Which overall has had a positive effect on the lowering of the average age of our councillors.

The Council has been busy through the year, with various matters being addressed.

We have had ongoing dialogue with Dorset Highways over various issues, mainly due to the works carried out at Shailes Culvert, concerning the time the works took, the standard of workmanship and the problems the works caused. On the whole these have now been resolved although there are still issues with water ponding in parts along the work area and finally the matter of parishioners getting punctures and tyre damage. We have also advised the county council of the surface water issues leading down from Manor Farm, and along Church Street. We understand that this issue is being dealt with currently.

A major success for the Parish Council in the past year has been the completion of The Bridges upgrade, this is now used regularly and has proved popular, particular thanks are due to Councillor Barnett for his ongoing input with this. We also acknowledge the generous assistance of the Platinum Jubilee Committee who made a financial contribution to the works from the monies left after the operating expenses putting on the weekend of celebrations last year.
 
As you will be aware we are now looking at upgrading The Green at the head of School Lane, it is proposed to improve the fencing, and provide some simple play equipment for the young people in the village. Again, we have been given additional funds by the Platinum Jubilee Committee to help cover the costs of the project. We are verifying the land ownership status at present, and concurrently preparing proposals to put to the village to allow for comment before works actually start.

There have not been many planning applications lodged through the year, and those that we have commented on have on the whole been non contentious. 

There has been an application lodged to possibly change the status of part of Pound Lane, Councillor Fell is leading on this and has held an initial public meeting to gain a feeling of the level of concern amongst those interested. Due to the likely time delay before the matter is formally considered there is nothing for us to do until the County Council contact us when the matter progresses.

The subject of the Neighbourhood Plan has been raised again, as with the previous item, this looks to be a long-term project with little to do at present. 

Following public concern, we arranged for a traffic survey relating to vehicle speeds, movements etc. through the village to be undertaken at end of 2022. Interestingly this showed that the average speeds of the vast majority of vehicles passing through the village was basically below 30mph. At present we have a 60-mph speed limit, we are looking into trying to reduce this to a more realistic level, unfortunately as with most things this will not be quick project but is ongoing.

To help maintain our village, we have set up a Village Maintenance Group of volunteers able and willing to help with various tasks around the village, including grass cutting, small building works, repairs etc. This being under the guidance of Councillor Barnett.

There are ongoing discussions regarding the possible provision of a bus service through the village, although this is at an early stage and looks as though it will require a lot of subsidy if it is to come to fruition. We as a council have offered our support for the venture.

Other things dealt with through the year include the provision of an additional flagpole beside the war memorial, two additional grit bins. One to go opposite Greenways and the other part way down the hill to Chebbard. A full review of the assets managed and maintained by the Parish Council, which led to the reappraisal of the insured values to keep abreast of current costs. A review of the various stiles located around the village, allowing us to ensure that they are safe for public use, this project is ongoing at present. We accepted an offer from Wessex Water for them to attend a meeting and advise us on the state of the Devils Brook catchment etc. this meeting was well attended with approximately 30 members of the public present. We acknowledge with thanks the generosity of the owners of Dewlish House for providing the Christmas tree again this year. We are carrying on attending the Dewlish Community Café on the third Saturday of each month so as to be able to discuss parish issues with residents.

Finally, I would like to thank the members of the Parish Council for their input and support this year, I think that most of us have been on a steep learning curve, but I am sure that all of the effort is producing positive results. Needless to say, a lot of what we do would not be possible without our Parish Clerk, Amanda Crocker, so a very special thank you to her particularly from myself, I am sure that she would confirm that I have frequently had to ask her for her opinion / advise on protocol etc. on a multitude of matters.


Chris Uden – Chair.

May 2023.




 


 
