




MINUTES OF THE DEWLISH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 24th MARCH 2025 AT DEWLISH VILLAGE HALL, COMMENCING 7.30PM


Present:	Cllrs W Britton, J Booth, M Claydon and A Barnett.

Chair:		Cllr M Fell

Clerk:		Mrs A Crocker

Also present:  3 members of the public 

1.	Public  

24.160	The seat by Moats Cottage needs to be repaired. It is well used and is the responsibility of the Parish Council. Cllr Claydon will have a look and see if there is anything he can do.
ACTION: CLLR CLAYDON

	
30mph signage has still not been put in place, despite the reduced speed limit having been agreed and is now showing on SatNavs. Whiteways is quite dangerous and there are children who live in the area. Dorset Council will be chased to find out the status of the request. It is understood that has been agreed but not put in place.ACTION: CLERK


	Damage to verges by tractors – This continues and the verges are becoming more damaged. The verge on the entrance to Whiteways Farm is in a very poor condition but it is owned by the farm. Part of the problem is that the vehicles are wider than some of the roads. 

	Pound Lane – The mess on the lane following the movement of cows is appalling. It becomes considerably worse when it rains as the muck then runs down into the stream. The farmer has been approached, asking him to sweep the road but this has not been done. The Chair reminded people that, under the Road Traffic Act 1991, if the mud comes from a vehicle, it must be cleared but, if it is the result of animals, it is not covered. It should also be noted that Pound Lane has a mixed designation which has yet to be qualified. 

	Shailes – This area is still a problem and is often a muddy mess. There must be something that can be done. It is understood that the verge is owned by the landowner who does not want gullies dug into their field. The matter will be raised, once again, with Dorset Council. This section of road is set to be closed again for two weeks in May. However, it was raised that the road beyond this needs to be resurfaced as well. 

	Why is there not a bridlepath sign for the path leading down to the big house, from the top of Whiteways? The post is still there but the sign is missing. This will be raised with Dorset Rangers.

2.	Apologies for absence

24.161	Apologies had been received from Cllrs David Crossman and Charlie Lowis and Dorset Cllr Jill Haynes. It was noted that it has been some time since Dorset Cllr Haynes has attended the meeting. This is mainly because Dorset Council meetings tend to fall on the same evening as our meeting but her attendance at a future meeting would be appreciated.


3. 	Declarations of Interest 

24.162 No interests were declared and no requests for dispensations had been received. 

4.	To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 24th February 2025

24.163	A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. 

Cllr Booth highlighted the statement regarding a problem with ‘all the roads in the parish’. He pointed out that he does try to keep the roads around his farm clear of mud. It was clarified that he does keep those areas that are his responsibility clear and this was greatly appreciated. The point was specifically raised regarding the Puddletown Road. Cllr Barnett  proposed the minutes to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Booth and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting.  

5.	Matters arising from those minutes, for report only 

24.164 No matters arising that are not on this agenda.

6.	To receive the Dorset Councillor’s report 

24.165	A copy of the latest report had been issued with the agenda. The contents were noted. 

7.	To receive reports on the following matters and to agree actions 

24.166	Planning  

There were no planning applications at the time of the meeting, 

24.167	Police, Traffic and Roads 

The February Police report had been issued with the agenda. The issue of the fire hydrants was raised. They have not been checked for years but it is down to the Fire Service to maintain them. It was suggested that the location of the hydrants should be mapped out for information purposes, but it was made clear that we cannot touch them. 

24.168	Parish Amenities and Rights of Way 

24.168.1 Style at Dewlish House  - The current weather has made all Rights of Way difficult to negotiate however no specific issues were raised beyond the ongoing issue with the style at Dewlish House. Cllr Crossman will continue to investigate. There is also a style by the grain store where the board has disappeared. Cllr Booth will arrange for this style to be repaired in due course. ACTION: CLLR BOOTH


24.168.2 The Green fence – The current fence around The Green is showing signs of age. The legal ownership is still on-going and we await a response from the Land Registry. Cllr Fell proposed that the Parish Council arrange for the fence to be repaired as it has been repaired by the Parish Council in the past and the fence may have originally been installed by the Parish Council. Chris Uden has been approached and asked if he would be willing to resurrect the work he undertook during his time in office and create a proposal which will include the replacement of the fence. The fence should be compliant with current regulations to allow for any play equipment that may be put on the site in the future. Advice will be sought from the appropriate companies regarding the type of fencing needed. Costings will be brought back to the April meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Brittan and agreed unanimously.ACTION: CLLR FELL

	
24.168.3 Village Boundary signs – This is on-going. 



8.	Finance

24.169	To agree the payment of accounts and note any income received. 

	The following payments had been requested:

	HugoFox		Email support				DDR			  20.99
DAPTC		New councillor training			BACS060		  60.00
Lloyds			Account charges 10/1-9/2/25			 		    4.25
Lloyds 			Account charges 10/2-9/3/25					    4.25
Hugo/Fox		Webhosting				DDR		               11.99
Community Heartbeat	Defib annual subscription		BACS061		162.00
A Crocker		March 25 salary				BACS062		199.17
HMRC			March 25 PAYE			BACS063	 	  43.00

	The total amount requested from the Precept is £505.65.

	Cllr Britton proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Barnett and agreed unanimously.

	It was noted that £15.13 account interest has been received since the last meeting. 		

24.170	To confirm the Reconciliation of Accounts and position against budget. 

Copies of both reports were issued with the agenda. Cllr Britton proposed the reports are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Fell and agreed unanimously. 

24.171	To consider the transfer of reserves for the year end. 

	The Clerk recommended the following underspends are transferred to ear marked reserves:

	Venue hire		£200	The invoice for the current year has not yet been received
	Grass cutting		£250	No invoice has been received for the current year

	All other over and underspends are to be rolled into the general reserve. 

	Cllr Barnett proposed the recommendation is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Claydon and agreed unanimously.

9.	To consider Parish Events

24.172	To receive an update on the VE Day celebrations 
		
	The Village Hall are thinking off holding a ‘Sausage and Mash’ night in the hall on Saturday 10th May. Cllr Booth confirmed that the field would be available for use if needed. Cllr Lowis was thinking of an event that would be free – i.e. the bring and share lunch - and would be taking place on Monday 5th May. 

24.173	To receive an update on the Open Gardens event 

	Cllr Barnett reported that letters will be going out shortly. The timing of the event was raised; should it be from 10.30am to 5pm or from 2pm to 5pm. Cllr Fell will liaise with the Open Gardens Committee to decide this. Once the responses from the letters are received, we will have a better idea of how many residents wish to be involved. 

10.	To receive an update on the Milbourne Wood speed limit 

24.174	Dorset Highways had provided a map of a possible solution, giving a stretch of the A354 as 40mph. It would be necessary to undertake a traffic survey, at a cost of £295 + VAT, to gauge the existing speeds and to help better understand how a new limit could impact on the area. If speeds come out higher than desirable for a 40mph limit, it would not mean it is not possible, but it may be necessary to look at other engineering methods to support it. The most likely would be a Speed Indicator Device at either end of the limit to encourage compliance. 

	Cllr Fell felt that the money should not be spent as it will not help with anything that would change the speed limit and would only prove that most vehicles are travelling at the legal limit of 60mph. We are aware that there is a future development that could well include works to the road and we will wait for this to be carried out before making any further decisions.  

11.	Parish Councillor Reports on items not covered by the agenda 

24.175	 PlusBus – This will be put on the agenda for the April meeting.

	Flags – A couple of them need to be repaired. Cllr Fell will deal with this. 

12.	To consider the future number of Parish Council meetings 

24.176	The monthly meetings will continue for the time being.

13.	Date of Next Meeting	

24.159	The next meeting will be held on Monday 28th April, commencing 7.30pm.

	Future dates:		Tuesday 27th May AGM (Monday 26th May being a Bank Holiday)

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.55hrs. 
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Signed: ………………………………………..
