
Dewlish parish council
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 25th September 2023 at Dewlish Village Hall, commencing 7.30pm

Present:		Cllrs A Barnett, J Booth, M Fell, W Britton
Chair:			Cllr C Uden
Clerk: 		Absent
Also present: 		1 member of the public

Public Participation.
Absence of the July meeting mentioned in the Village news.
1.	To receive and approve apologies for absence.
23.70 Apologies have been received from Mrs A Crocker Clerk (holiday)
2.	To receive declarations of interest and review any dispensations received.
23.71	Cllr J Booth declared an interest in the planning application P/Ful/2023/05019
3.	Minutes of the meeting held on the 24th July 2023.
23.72	A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Booth proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Barnett and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting.
4.	Matters arising from the minutes – for report only.
23.73	All matters arising covered in the following topics.
5.	To receive the Dorset Councillor’s Report 
23.74	Cllr Haynes’ reports are issued to members each month and are available on the Parish Council website. Cllr Haynes attended the meeting and provided an update to her report with respect to the following matters:
· The Council has commenced meetings associated with the next financial years budgets.
· The government funding for transport for special needs children has been withdrawn.
· The county has currently 68 asylum seekers allocated to it; many are not housed within the county, so the Government funding must be reallotted to sources outside Dorset.
· The allocation of budgets for the care of elderly people is causing concern. 
· The Council is working with mobile communication providers to assist in the planning applications for masts.
· Council has identified that British Telecom is changing the current landline provided phone connection to a voice over the internet (VOIP) protocol within the next 2 years. This will require each end user to have access to internet which may adversely affect many residences in the County, especially the elderly.
6.	Finance.
23.75	To agree the payments.
The following payments had been requested:

HMRC			Aug / Sept 23 PAYE		BACS013		£75.00
A Crocker		Aug /Sept 23 wages		BACS014		£335.02
A total of £410.02 from the Precept.
Cllr Barnett proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Britten and agreed unanimously. 
23.76	To confirm the reconciliation of accounts and position against budget.
A copy of the reports had been issued prior to the start of the meeting. No comments were made.
7.	To receive reports on the following matters and to agree actions

23.75	Planning.
P/FUL/2023/04193 1 to 6 Moats Cottages - Install insulation with render finish to external walls & install solar panels to roofs. This matter was originally dealt with by emails due to the summer break. No objects were raised, and the application has now been approved.
P/HOU/2023/05131 The Old Dairy - Erect rear 1st floor extension & carry out associated works. This matter is the subject of a retrospective application for work already undertaken together with an extension to the rear of the property. 
The council identified an issue associated with the retrospective application, this being the style and colour of roller garage door not being in keeping with the cottage image of the property.
P/Ful/2023/05019 Land & buildings known as Manor Farm, Dewlish - Erect agricultural building with canopy. Cllr Booth took no part in the following discussion. The Council had no objections to the proposed development.
P/FUL/2023/05045 1-4 Chebbard Farm Cottages, Warren Hill, Chebbard - Improve entrance gateway and create access track. This application relates to an alteration to the P/FUL/2021/05321 application. The council identified a concern with respect to the available site lines for traffic emerging from this proposed access.
23.76	Police, Traffic and Roads.
A copy of the Police report had been circulated prior to the start of the meeting, matters reported for Dewlish were discussed but no comments were made.
23.77	Rights of Way.
Cllr Barnett reported that he had been made aware of a missing bridal way sign at the top of Whiteways Hill (S19/17). The Chair agreed to contact the estate manager for Dewlish House re the matter.
23.78	Parish Surgeries
No matters were raised at the village coffee morning of 16th September. A discussion ensued with respect to better informing the villagers of the surgeries; currently the website and the village news provide information. It was agreed that an additional notice would be displayed on the village/coffee morning notice board.
8.	To consider away forward regarding the Parish Council website.

23.78	A copy of a report (provided by Dorset APTC was circulated prior to the meeting which reviewed the proposed increase in costs by Hugo Fox for the provision and maintenance of the Parish Council website. Following a discussion of the facts it was agreed to stay with the current provider Hugo Fox. This was proposed by Cllr Britten and seconded by Cllr Barnett.




9.	 To receive an update on the Green
23.79	Status of land.
Enquires with Ilminster Estate have identified they have no records associated with the land and thus they have no claim with respect to ownership. The Land Agent will be invited to attend the village to take formal statements on a date to be fixed.
23.80	Grant application
Unfortunately, the latest application for a grant was unsuccessful. 
23.81	Play equipment
Cllr Udden informed the Council a further provider of suitable equipment had been identified, the benefit being they permitted a self-assembly capability but would provide a certification by the company on completion. Further enquiries to continue.
10.	To receive an update on the local bus service incitive.
23.82	Cllr Fell informed council the service was in operation and provided a service on Wednesday 13th September to Dorchester market, Thursday 21st September to Blandford market and Wednesday 27th September to Dorchester market. There is a requirement to book a seat no later than 1430 hours the previous day. 
11.	To confirm arrangements for Remembrance Sunday and the purchase of a wreath.
23.83	Cllr Uden informed Council this was to ensure monies to pay for the wreath are available. The service was usually organised by Mr John Seymour. 
12.	Village volunteers’ update and possible work needing to be undertaken.
23.84	A discussion followed with respect to:
a) Installation of grit bins – agreement for the work to be undertaken by Cllr Barnett and Fell.
b) Work on the bus shelter – to be led by Cllr Barnett with volunteers from the village.
c) The Bridge banks – preparation for winter. A discussion followed with respect to the wildlife and the benefits of leaving some areas wilder. The work to be led by Cllr Barnett with the assistance of Mr Osborne. 
10.	To receive Councillors’ reports on items not covered by this agenda
23.85	Cllr Uden raised the fact the Council is currently one person short. Applications had been sort without success. It was agreed the Council would be able to continue at the current level until a volunteer is identified.
23.86	Council was made aware of remarks being made with respect to the condition of the unmade track in Pound Lane. It was agreed the ‘Dorset for You’ web site provided by Dorset Council was the appropriate methodology for reporting such matters.

12.	Date of next meeting.
23.87	To note the date of the next meeting which is scheduled for Monday 23rd October 2023 at 7.30pm.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.35hrs.
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Signed: ……………………………………………………………………….
