
Dewlish parish council
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 26th June 2023 at Dewlish Village Hall, commencing 7.30pm

Present:		Cllrs A Barnett, A Fisher, J Booth, M Fell, W Britton

Chair:			Cllr C Uden

Clerk: 		Mrs A Crocker

Also present: 		1 member of the public

Public Participation 

PlusBus initiative – It was felt that this is unlikely to be viable. Asking people to stay in Dorchester from 10am until 4pm is too long a period of time. 

1.	To receive and approve apologies for absence 

23.37	Apologies have been received from Dorset Cllr Jill Haynes (family commitment).

Cllr Phoebe Dean has stepped down as she is expecting in the Autumn and a vacancy now exists on the Parish Council and has been advertised. We wish Phoebe well for the future. 

2.	To receive declarations of interest and review any dispensations received 

23.38	No interests were declared.

3.	Minutes of the meeting held on the 22nd May 2023 

23.39	A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Fisher proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Barnett and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting.

4.	Matters arising from the minutes – for report only 

23.40	The asset register has been amended. 

	The submission in respect of the 30mph speed limit through the village has been forwarded to Dorset Council. 

5.	To receive the Dorset Councillor’s Report 

23.41	Cllr Haynes was unable to attend the meeting, but her reports are issued to members each month and are available on the Parish Council website.

6.	To review Councillor Responsibilities 

23.42	A copy of the current responsibility list had been issued to all members with the agenda. 



7.	To receive reports on the following matters and to agree actions 

23.42	Planning 

P/FUL/2023/02804	Dewlish House – replace service wing. Modify connection into ground floor. Re-roof sheds & garage & extend garage

The floor plan was virtually the same but two storey – the first floor being a store room and gym. No Objection.

P/LBC/2023/02805	Dewlish House - demolition of modern buildings and structures and replacement with erection of service wing, retaining remnants of historic cellars. Modify connections to ground floor of Dewlish House.

	This is the listed building consent for the first application. No objections were raised. 

23.43	Police, Traffic and Roads 

The Police Report had been issued with the agenda. It was noted that there have been a number of thefts from vans in this and neighbouring parishes.

23.44	Rights of Way 

(i)  Update on stiles - Chebbards Farm, footpath S19/9 – there is no stile or access to the path and the bridge needs to be replaced. The Clerk will contact Rights of Way.
 ACTION: CLERK


The gate at top of Whiteways has been replaced. 
	
Cllr Barnett has cleared a lot of the stiles, but growth is very fast at the moment and most need clearing again. 

9.	Finance

23.45	To agree the payments 

The following payments had been requested:

A Crocker		June 23 wages			BACS009		162.71
HMRC			June 23 PAYE			BACS010		  37.40

A total of £200.11 from the Precept.

Cllr Fell proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Fisher and agreed unanimously. 

23.46	To confirm the reconciliation of accounts and position against budget 

A copy of the reports had been issued prior to the start of the meeting. No comments were made.

23.47	To receive and accept the internal audit report 

At the time of the meeting, the report had not been received. This item will be moved to the July meeting.

23.48	To confirm the dates for the Exercise of Public Rights 

The notice has been displayed and is on the website. The dates are Monday 26th June to Friday 4th August 2023.  

9.	To receive an update on the Green 

23.49	Cllrs Uden, Booth and Britton met on site and considered the drawings from Sovereign Play regarding possible type and location of play equipment. A grant application for £5,000 from Dorset Council has been submitted. Sovereign have been asked to requote and forward an amended plan to be included in the submission which needs to be in by the 7th July. The next step will be to undertake some public consultation. 

	The work on the ownership of the land continues.

19.53 Cllr Britton arrived.

David Hawkins has offered to cut the grass on occasion when passing with his ride on mower. At other times the usual arrangement will cover the matter. Our thanks are extended to Mr Hawkins.

10.	 Discussion on the water quality of the Devils Brook River 

23.50	Mervyn Church was invited to address the meeting. He said that his attention had been drawn to the Wessex Water report stating that the Dorset Chalk streams benefit from Environment Agency (EA) funding. The Devil’s Brook is one of twenty-nine chalk streams in the UK and has benefited from £30,000 worth of funding. The quality of the river is bad; south of Whiteways Farm the bed of the stream is brown. This is because of the herd of cattle at Whiteways which has increased to over 100 animals. He felt that the owners of Whiteways should take ownership of the mess on the road and should clear it to prevent it from washing down into the stream. He is now personally paying for the water quality to be checked at random sites. It was tested last year because there was an issue with the bore hole at Dewlish House. He felt the Parish Council should take a lead and get the water quality back to where it should be. The EA report gives the impression that there are no problems but there clearly are. 

	Cllr Barnett issued members with a report he had drawn up regarding the Devil’s Brook and this is available in Appendix A at the end of these minutes. 

	Mr Church felt this was an opportunity to approach the EA and say the Dewlish end of the Devil’s Brook is not working well and the fish do not get past south of Whiteways Farm. Where the Devil’s Brook joins the Piddle at Athelhampton, the fish should migrate up. 

	However, it was noted that the Devil’s Brook is a semi winterborne, so will dry up. Cllr Booth said they would look into fencing the river. 

	Mr Church has submitted a Freedom of Information request to the EA and the results will be interesting. He will be happy to work with Cllr Barnett and give him any information he gets. 

	Cllr Uden invited Mr Church to come back with any information he receives from the EA. 

11.	To receive Councillors’ reports on items not covered by this agenda
	 
23.51	Cllr Uden raised the issue of the Church Street drainage. Dorset Council have repaired the drains in front of the village hall, but it looks as though more work is intended. He has spoken to Highways again who are saying there is a pipe that goes to a ditch going to the brook. However, this is not working correctly. Highways need permission to go into the field as they think the pipe has collapsed in the field and they want to dig up the land to check and replace it. 

	Shailes Culvert – Highways reported that they met with the landowner from whose land the water is running from and flooding the road. Highways wanted access the land and wished to build a ditch, but this was refused. They are now closing the road again for five days to put road gullies in alongside the road and this will be done at the end of July.

	2024 is the 80th anniversary of D Day. A national request has been sent asking everyone to commemorate the event. On the 6th June at 9.15pm, a beacon will be lit and a tribute has been issued that could be recited at the time. Cllrs Barnett and Uden will be working with the village hall committee to put the commemoration on the Thursday night and then on the Saturday a fun day/commemoration event will be held. The Parish Council are to be involved in association with the Village Hall. An item will be put in the magazine letting everyone know that something will be happening. 

	Mr Church noted that Dewlish House has put in another fairly substantial planning application which will involve more trucks going to the site. He asked if it would be possible for them to turn left when they come out of Dewlish House and avoid going through the village. This will be included in the comments from the Parish Council.

12.	Agenda items for the next meeting

23.52	Any agenda items should be passed to the Clerk by the 18th July.		

13.	Date of next meeting 

23.53	To note the date of the next meeting which is scheduled for Monday 24th July 2023 at 7.30pm.	

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.42hrs
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Signed: ……………………………………………………………………….
