Report to the Parish Council February 2024
Cllr Jill Haynes.  Chalk Valleys Ward
Council Tax Premium on Second homes and empty houses in Dorset
I was pleased to present the paper to full council on this matter and to have received the support of fellow councillors at full council. 
For those properties classified as Long-Term Empty and Unoccupied a 100% premium will, from 1 April 2024, this will be applied after one year rather than the existing 2 years.
The introduction of the 100% council tax premium on second homes will come into effect on 1 April 2025, making a total council tax charge of 200%. Unlike empty dwellings, there is no requirement for a property to have been used as a second home for a fixed period of time before the premium can apply so it becomes chargeable from day one that a property is considered a second home (or dwelling periodically occupied).
Where exceptions are provided for in law and once final regulations have been provided, Dorset Council will adopt and apply such exceptions. The council website will be updated as soon as this information is available.  
The additional funding will be distributed to all precepting authorities and Dorset Council are looking to spend a percentage of the new monies on affordable homes.
Voters encouraged to get their ID ready ahead of this year’s local elections
Residents are reminded that they will need be registered to vote and show an approved form of photo ID when they go to the polling stations on 2 May to elect for Dorset Council councillors as well as Town and Parish Councils.
The Police and Crime Commissioner elections also takes place on the same day.
Following the Elections Act 2022, photographic identification is a mandatory requirement for everyone voting at polling stations.
Residents will also need photo ID to vote at parliamentary general elections, expected to be called sometime this year.
Various forms of photo ID are accepted, including a driving licence, passport, Older Person’s Bus Pass, a blue badge or Disabled Person’s Bus Pass. The full list of accepted ID can be found here.
Residents can also use an expired ID as long as the photograph is still a good likeness.
For those without accepted photo ID, a free Voter Authority Certificate can be obtained online. Applications must be submitted by Wednesday, 24 April to be processed in time for the 2 May elections. The Voter Authority Certificate is valid for 10 years and is valid for all elections.
If you need further guidance, you can also contact the Electoral services team on:
Email: elections@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
Tel: 01305 838299
To cast your vote in the upcoming elections, you must be registered by Tuesday, 16 April, 2024. If you’re not already registered, you can complete the process on the Government’s website. Voters only need to register once, unless they have changed their name or address.
Postal votes:
There is no need for people to provide photo ID if you vote by post, but you will need to give your National Insurance number and date of birth.
Once your postal vote is set up, whenever an election, referendum or poll at which you are entitled to vote is called, you will be sent a postal poll card giving details of the forthcoming election, referendum or poll.  This will be followed by a postal vote pack.
Bike It Plus
More children are now cycling to school in Dorset thanks to the success of the Bike It Plus project, says a new report.
Bike It Plus, which is funded by Dorset Council and run by the charity Sustrans, has been working with schools across Dorset to help encourage more young people to walk, cycle or wheel to school. In the past year, the project has supported over 36 schools to deliver fun and engaging activities that boost the skill levels of young people in walking, wheeling or cycling.  Giving children and their parents the confidence and ability to travel to and from school actively.
The sessions have proven to be very popular and last year were attended by over 15,000 children, staff and parents.  As a result, over 470 children in the county have been supported to learn how to ride a bike or improve their cycling skills. According to the project, this has led to an increase in the number of children now travelling to school by active means.
The team recently surveyed schools supported through the project and over 65% of respondents said they had seen a rise in the number of pupils now using an active mode of transport to get to school.
Council approves a balanced budget
Dorset Council’s budget of £377 million for 2024-25 has been approved by councillors at the Full Council meeting on 13 February. This continues the council’s commitment to maintain frontline services, without the need for cuts to balance the budget.
This year’s budget setting exercise once again took place against a national background of extreme pressures for councils. These pressures include the high level of inflation which affects the cost of delivering council services, and also the continued growth in need for services that we provide to some of our most vulnerable residents.
Dorset Council provides around 450 different services to just under 380,000 residents.
While Dorset Council is not in the same financial position as many other councils across the UK, council tax will increase next year by just under 3 per cent and the adult social care precept by 2 per cent this is essential to ensure that services are not cut. The increase is equivalent to £1.82 extra per week for a Band D property.
